Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers!

Hitching rides on boats and paddles, nonnative plants and animals get easy passage from one body of water to another – where they wreak havoc on native communities. 
Prevent the transport of nuisance species. 

Clean all recreational equipment
Simple steps to adopt every time you leave the water:
· Clean with high-pressure or hot water and dry boats, trailers, paddles, and fishing equipment that comes in contact with water before entering new waters. 

· Remove visible mud, plants, fish or animals before and after launching. 
· Drain all water from the boat, trailer and all other fishing and boating equipment before leaving the water body. 
· Never release plants, fish or animals into a body of water unless they were found there. 
· Flush engines and dispose of livewell, bait bucket and cooling water away from the shore after each use.
It only takes a few minutes to inspect and clean your boat and other equipment each time you leave the water and allow it to completely dry before entering another body of water. 
